Gorceix, the French patriot

Gorceix and the practical character of teaching
Then along came the French-Prussian War in 1870. At that time, the students of the École Normale Supérieure and all of those involved in teaching were dispensed from military service. But then, the disasters continued: Sadan, the rendition of Metz. The students at École, as well as the alumni who were young enough to handle a rifle, abandoned their privilege and set out to fight and became known as the "normaliens" of 1914.
Gorceix was in Athens, far from the battlefields; it would have been excusable, despite his conscience, if he did not make the long trip to become a solder, of which he was dispensed by law. But he made the trip, enlisted, and was sent as Ensign for the 26 th battery of the 9 th Artillery Regiment.
After the peace treaty was signed, he returned to Athens and, in When he presented an invitation to the Emperor Pedro 11 and Empress D. Thereza Christina to be godparents for his daughter Cécile Pierrete Théréze Gorceix, he referred to the School of Mines as being his "oldest daughter".
From the time of his arrival in Brazil, Gorceix maintained contact with the Escola Politécnica do Rio de Janeiro from which he received his first assistants and students in the practical laboratory of Mineralogy and Geology that was quickly organized in Rio de Janeiro on Rua do Lavradio, 94, where minerals, ores and rocks collected by him in his excursions or coming from special offers were studied and where the students did practical work, forming the first nucleus of assistants in the pursuit of his activity in Brazil.
When the occasion was opportune, Gorceix presented a detailed report about what would be the organization of the School of Mines, with the statute and distribution of courses.
With the complete approval of Daubrée, these papers were sent to the Minister of the Empire, José Bento da Cunha e Figueiredo, who then passed them on to the acting Director of the Escola Politécnica, together with the information provided by the engineer of the Ministry, Francisco Pereira Passos, with the recommendation: "That you sir, after hearing the Congregation of this School, give your opinion with brevity, indicating the alterations that you deem convenient".
Besides the Eng. Passos and the Congregation of the Escola Politécnica, the Viscount of Rio Branco, Director of the Escola Politécnica made a series of observation about the work of Gorceix, who in turn, gave an appropriate response, saying:
The Minister has received opinions that radically modify my plans, substituting them for projects, the adoption of which would have the most pernicious results for the future of the Escola which is to be founded.
By his words, Gorceix portrayed himself to be a tough person, and by his acts to be someone who could be rather rude, which at times shocked those who were not used to the austere and inflexible side of his character, compared to that of his penetrable personality.
In all of the conversations that preceded the signing of his contract with the Brazilian Government, Gorceix always mentioned the need to have a furnished place to be able to work in comfort. When he arrived, noticing that his request had not been attended to, he was very explicit when he addressed the Minister:
I ask that you indicate to whom I should transfer, in Ouro Preto, the direction of the organization of the School and in which bank I should deposit the sum of 1: 197$517 resulting from economies I have realized from 2 accounts that were advanced to me for the transportation of the objects destined for the School, and 240$000 that was not entirely spent for the Mineralogy Laboratory, the sum of which I should only report on at the end of the year.
Gorceix and the poor students
The installation of the school was threatened not to happen on October 12, 1876. Having been registered in the School, the students: Francisco de Paula Oliveira, Antônio Veríssimo de Mattos Júnior and Leandro Dupré Júnior sent to the Minister of the Empire, José Bento da Cunha e Figueiredo, a petition asking for the concession of monetary aid so they could stay in the Province of Minas Gerais, as they are poor and without this aid would be forced to cancel their registration.
Gorceix commented on this request saying:
"The School's Budget for the year of Gorceix, upon starting his job of getting the School to function, found himself overloaded with the reconstruction of the old building designated for the School and with all of the tasks required in its organization, for example the obligation of constantly having to go to the Court to solve the cases that at every instant appeared.
It became necessary to contract an assistant; the support of a person of confidence that would take care of the pending services in Ouro Preto and guard the objects pertaining to the School. Gorceix hired as his assistant, Mr. Francisco Luiz Maria de Brito and upon verifying his capacity for the service, fought to obtain his nomination as Secretary of the School. The proposal could not be accepted because the candidate was over qualified, having a university diploma and a seat in the Legislative Assembly. The maximum achieved by Gorceix was to be able to designate, in his absence, this man to oversee the reconstruction of the building, take care of the conservation of the objects of the School, having under his care all of the writings pertaining to the Library and to the Secretariate, for which he had the total approval of Gorceix, assuming responsibility until the arrival of the nominated Secretary, Bel. José Eufrosino Ferreira de Brito.
Francisco Luiz Maria de Brito, although he was the right-hand man of Gorceix in the practical phase of organizing the School, remains until today unrecognized in the history of the School of Mines. His name only appears as a signature on the Act of the Installation of the School with the letterhead of the secretariat that he was not permitted to serve. It was he, however and without a doubt, the initial organizer of the Library and Secretariate of the School, where his name should be placed in evidence.
As The pension for the students without financial resource received criticism from the adversaries of the School (and they were not few!) that said: "To have students at the School, it is necessary to pay them!" associating them with the small number of students that the School had. In the teaching method brought from France by Gorceix, there were no textbooks adopted for the classes. To study, the students used notebooks to take notes in class that had advantages, such as: creating the habit of writing quickly with an obliged frequency, and paying attention to the professor during the class. The truth: CUM MENTE ET MALLEO (with mind and hammer) was a constant until the final culmination: an engineering degree.
The confection of the notebooks was not only a spontaneous attitude of the students because they had to study without textbooks. It was also obliged because it was an integral part of the teaching method brought to Brazil by The sixth regulation of May 11, 1901 no longer had such requirement that had obligedly been in vigor for 25 years.
As the "use of a pipe makes the mouth crooked", the custom of confecting notebooks in the class continued for dozens of years, and as Gorceix said:
Their good results were sanctioned by experience". The most illustrious sons of the School of Mines that were honored in their professional life were all: NOTEBOOK ENGINEERS OF SCIENCE, as they were called by the adversaries of the School.
In the opinion 
Gorceix and the Crévaux medal
The Society of Commercial Geography of Paris conceded to Gorceix the CRÉVAUX medal destined for America in the year of 1890. Guimarães, who was also the niece of the poet and novelist Bernardo Guimarães.
Upon applying for the DELESSE award created by Ms. Delesse in memorium of her husband, Gorciex presented his works about the tertiary basins of Gandarela and Fonseca to which he attached the studies about the diamantiferous deposits, the rocks of Minas and the topaz deposits. The jury, consisting of Daubrée, Fouqué, Des Cloizeaux, Gaudry and Hebert gave him the award in 1887.
his report: "It was our intention to render homage to a man that competes to maintain our moral influence in the greatest state of Latin America -Brazil.
It deals with the influence of France as a focus of intellectual culture, an influence that acts upon a group of elective spirits and that, in some way is a combination of reflected esteem connected with charm. It is this genre of links that is necessary to develop between France and Brazil. It would be an illusion to believe that our supremacy can be maintained without effort, even in the countries of Latin America. There too exists active competition.
But in these regions, a man can do a lot, principally when he is given, as occurred with Mr. Gorceix, qualities that unite the wise with the organizer.
For three months, we have here listened to Mr. Gorceix tell us, as he has always done, about his trips, the resources and the future of Minas Gerais that is today his second homeland.
In the past year, Mr. Gorceix founded the Society for Economical Geography in Ouro Preto, modeled by us. It is in this manner that he does not lose an occasion to popularize, in Brazil, the works of France, and to propagate in France the knowledge and esteem of Brazil; these are the qualities that we propose to compensate by awarding Mr. Gorceix with the CRÉVAUX medal."
It was in this Society of Commercial Geography of Paris that in a meeting on November 18, 1889, Gorceix said: "Minas is a heart of gold: a heart of gold in breast of iron".
D. Pedro II emperor of Brazil
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Gorceix and the lighting in Ouro Preto
One hundred years ago, the city of Ouro Preto was illuminated with more than two hundred gas lamps, each one of them corresponding to the light of 6 stearin candles.
Ending on June 1, 1882, the end of the public bid for their substitution by an electric lighting system and not have appeared any candidates, Dr.
Antônio Gonçalves Chaves, Presidente of the Province of Minas Gerais turned to Gorceix to obtain clarification about the most practical means to achieve this improvement.
As Gorceix was leaving to the North of the Province to continue his studies on the diamantiferous deposits, he could only present a summary of the question, saying:
"
The means to illuminate the city can be grouped into two very distinct systems, subdividing each of them into a certain number of processes: I) Illumination by means of carbureted gas combustion. II) Illumination by means of electricity.
being the traineeship destined to the learning of its construction and direction of these types of blast furnaces.
During this traineeship, the young engineer always insisted on trying to convince the Director of the plant, Jean Albert Gerspacher, to come to set up the blast furnace in Minas Gerais, and upon the young engineers return to Brazil, managed to get the approval of Gorceix, who offered all of his help for the organization of a society that could put his plan into practice.
In For as great as would be my zeal, certainly the Director of the School could not undertake the direction of all of the points of this company for as modest as it is; However the Government will find in the person of the illustrious geologist Orville Derby, the most precious and will prepared assistant for that part which regards the paleontology of this work.
And I repeat: "this does not deal with a costly company, but one with a
Gorceix and his big dream: a geological map of Minas Gerais
Gorceix and his first conferences
At the beginning of his activities in Brazil, Gorceix in 1876, with the hopes of attracting an appreciable number of students, had the initiative to give conferences in the Museu Nacional, destined to "call attention to the gold mines of Ouro Preto".
These were immediately published and well widespread. The result did not wait long, and in a letter to the emperor on September 14, 1876, he said: Besides the scientific interest of this research, it would give us the advantage of permitting everyone involved to judge if the problem is being solved.
Ignoring whether or not the experience was performed, one can only affirm that Gorceix, before his definite dismissal from the School, was able to assist on September 7, 1891, the illumination of the streets of Ouro Preto with electric lighting only in the center of the city.
The During the direction of Gorceix, the School of Minas many times was the victim of disturbances due in a great part to the differences between the professors and Gorceix because of his dominating personality, which at times, seemed very aggressive.
This tense and hostile atmosphere was growing in intensity along the times, reaching its maximum at the end of the year 1891 when Gorceix found himself in the position of being obliged to ask for dismissal from the direction of the School.
The tense atmosphere could be felt during this year by the blunt criticisms that appeared in newspapers, such as: Jornal do Brasil, Jornal do Comércio, Gazeta de Notícias do Rio de Janeiro, and the newspapers of Ouro Preto, such as Epocha -O Movimento and Estado de Minas; criticisms signed by the professors of the School attacked the Director as much personally as for his administration.
At this time, in the School, there were courses that had become extremely overburdened with material and it came to the point that some of them had to have two professors; courses that at the Escola Politécnica do Rio de Janeiro were taught by four professors and two substitutes. From this resulted the fact that if a member of the teaching staff was absent, and this was frequent, the discipline would depend on the good will, never contradicted, of one of the other professors who was not remunerated for this and who would have to deal with issues that were entirely unrelated to his own discipline.
In view of the complaints by a majority of the professors, he attempted to redistribute the material of the courses, so that it would be more in line with the needs and conveniences of teaching.
As such, the former disciplines taught by Gorceix: Mineralogy, Geology, Chemical Poison Testing, Physics and Chemistry for industries were divided into two courses: i) Mineralogy and Geology and ii) Chemical Poison Testing, Physics and Chemistry for industries.
For the first, Gorceix was nominated on June 10, 1890 Director of the School and for the second, on May 06, l891, the engineer Carlos Tomás de Magalhães Gomes Filho was nominated, who had been a repeater-preparer for these disciplines for more than 4 years.
The teaching of the disciplines of Mineralogy, Geology, Chemical Poison Testing, Physics and Chemistry for industries by Gorceix that had been from the beginning going through successive contract renovations, would now be passed on to him by nomination for only the teaching of disciplines of Mineralogy and Geology.
On 
